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Individual commitments

2A Respect and protect civilians and civilian objects in the conduct of hostilities

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria commits to promote the
implementation of the United
Nations Plan of Action on the Safety
of Journalists and to work with the
United Nations, regional
organizations and Member States in
monitoring compliance with
international rules and standards to
safeguard journalists, media
professionals and associated
personnel including in situations of
conflict and emergencies and to join
a global effort to end impunity for
attacks against journalists.

Advocacy Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123021

Joint Commitments

Commitment Description Joint Commitment Commitment Type Core
Responsibility

Commitment ID

file:///stakeholder/
file:///stakeholder/
file:///stakeholder/


Austria pledges to continue
to engage in raising
international awareness
about the challenge for the
protection of civilians in
armed conflict posed by the
use of explosive weapons
with wide area effects in
populated areas. It commits
to support the collection of
data on the direct civilian
harm and the reverberating
effects on civilians and
civilian objects resulting from
the use of explosive
weapons with wide area
effects in populated areas,
and to contribute to the
collection and exchange of
information on good
practices and lessons
learned in minimizing
impacts on civilians when
using such weapons in
populated areas. It further
pledges to continue to look
for effective measures to
strengthen the respect for
international humanitarian
law in this regard, among
them an international political
declaration on the issue.

Advocacy Uphold the Norms
that Safeguard
Humanity

123002

Other Partners that are yet to register: Costa Rica, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Mexico, Mozambique, Spain, Zambia, Luxembourg

2B Ensure full access to and protection of the humanitarian and medical missions

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria will continue to train armed
forces on the applicable legal
framework for the protection of
health care as well as ethical duties
of health care personnel.

Training Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123006

Austria will train armed forces to
respect the obligation to allow and
facilitate rapid and unimpeded
passage of humanitarian relief.

Training Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123008



Austria commits to use leverage
and influence to prevent and end
any arbitrary withholding of consent
to impartial humanitarian relief.

Advocacy Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123027

2C Speak out on violations

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria commits to promote
independent fact-finding concerning
breaches of IHL, in particular with
regard to attacks on health workers
and health facilities, in order to
ensure provision of health services
to people affected by armed conflict.

Advocacy Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123020

2D Take concrete steps to improve compliance and accountability

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria will offer legal assistance to
interested States in drafting national
legislation encompassing the full
range of international crimes and
expanding jurisdiction over them.

Operational Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123007

In order to promote and enhance
the protection of civilians, Austria
commits to offer IHL and human
rights law training sessions for
foreign armed forces. In particular,
Austria will continue to offer the
Vienna Course on International Law
for Military Legal Advisers, under
the auspices of the European
Security and Defence College. The
main aim of this course is to convey
core knowledge about the
application of international law, in
particular IHL and human rights law,
to international crisis-management
operations by military and security
forces.

Training Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123009



Austria and the Austrian Red Cross
will continue their good cooperation
in organizing seminars
disseminating IHL for professionals
and volunteers in fields relevant to
IHL, students as well as journalists
and other opinion leaders. Given
recent developments, special
attention will be given to 1) current
international events and
developments and how IHL relates
to them, 2) the relationship between
IHL and international human rights
law and 3) applicability of and
compliance with IHL and
international human rights law.

Training Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123011

Austria commits to continue to
support advocacy efforts and to
forge partnerships for the
eradication of sexual and gender
based violence, in particular with
regard to strengthening effective
legal and policy responses, as well
as combating the social stigma
attached to survivors.

Advocacy Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123013

Austria commits to developing and
implementing strategies for the
engagement of men and boys as
part of the solution to prevent and
respond to gender based violence.
The Austrian Development Agency
(ADA) is committed to promote
among Partners the full
implementation of the IASC GBV
Guidelines by 2020.

Operational Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123015

2E Uphold the rules: a global campaign to affirm the norms that safeguard humanity

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria pledges to strive towards
the effective implementation and to
promote the ratification of and
accession to the Arms Trade Treaty
with a view to achieve its universal
application. Austria remains gravely
concerned about the human
suffering caused by the effect of
illegal or irresponsible transfer of
conventional weapons.

Operational Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123005



Austria commits to engage in an
intergovernmental process to find
agreement on the functions and
features of a potential forum of
States on international humanitarian
law (IHL) and ways to enhance the
implementation of IHL, in conformity
with resolution 2 of the 32nd
International Conference of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent in 2015.

Partnership Uphold the Norms that Safeguard
Humanity

123016

Joint Commitments

Commitment Description Joint Commitment Commitment Type Core
Responsibility

Commitment ID

Austria pledges to continue
the humanitarian initiative for
a world free of nuclear
weapons. It further pledges
to raise awareness about this
important issue, both at the
national and at the
international level. The aim
of this initiative is to fill the
legal gap with regard to
nuclear weapons in light of
their catastrophic and
unacceptable humanitarian
consequences and the great
risk which these weapons
are posing for the entire
planet.

Advocacy Uphold the Norms
that Safeguard
Humanity

123001

Other Partners that are yet to register: Andorra, Mexico, Nicaragua, Samoa, El Salvador, Algeria, Brazil, Cook Islands, Guatemala,
Honduras, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Madagascar, Malaysia, South Africa and Thailand



Austria pledges to continue
to promote ratification of and
accession to the Anti-
Personnel Mine Ban
Convention by States. It
remains gravely concerned
about the continued use of
anti-personnel mines and
strongly condemns any such
use by any actor. It further
pledges to uphold its
commitment to meet the
humanitarian goal of the
Convention - a world free
from the use and stockpiling
of anti-personnel mines - and
to put an end to the suffering
caused by anti-personnel
mines through their complete
eradication.

Advocacy Uphold the Norms
that Safeguard
Humanity

123029

Other Partners that are yet to register: Austria, Belgium, Costa Rica, Canada, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Luxemburg,
Germany, Guatemala, Serbia, Slovenia, Thailand, Paraguay, Peru, Sweden, Ukraine and Chile.

3A Reduce and address displacement

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria will advocate within the
Boards of the International Financial
Institutions, and particularly the
World Bank, to ensure that the
forthcoming Multilateral
Development Bank replenishments
deliver a relevant, coherent and
cost effective set of instruments to
respond to the challenge of
disasters and crises, especially to
support hosts in coping with large
refugee caseloads, including in
Middle Income Countries. Austria
also will provide, subject to
parliamentary approval, additional
voluntary contributions of EUR 160
million to IDA 17 in order to support
financing investments that address
the causes of displacement and
alleviate the impact of displacement
on countries of origin, transit, and
destination.

Financial
Contribution ()

Leave No One Behind Invest in
Humanity

123003



3D Empower and protect women and girls

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria commits to apply the IASC,
ECHO or other gender and age
markers to 100% of their
humanitarian funding allocations by
2018.

Operational Leave No One Behind 123012

Austria commits to reach a 15%
target for gender responsive
programming in humanitarian
settings, in line with the peace and
security commitment by 2020.

Operational Leave No One Behind 123022

Austria commits to support
humanitarian actors which comply
with existing gender equality norms
enshrined in international legal
instruments and ensure the
provision of adequate resources for
gender-responsive service delivery.

Operational Leave No One Behind 123024

Austria commits to support the
inclusion of active women's
delegates in humanitarian fora to
ensure the empowerment of women
and girls as decision makers and
implementers and their meaningful
participation in humanitarian
actions.

Operational Leave No One Behind 123025

Austria commits to upholding
sexual and reproductive health and
reproductive rights guided by inter
alia CESCR General Comment 22
including access to essential
medicines and services as defined
by the World Health Organisation.

Policy Leave No One Behind 123026

3G Address other groups or minorities in crisis settings

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID



Austria is committed to a human-
rights-based approach, in line with
the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, to the
protection and safety of persons
with disabilities in situations of risk,
including situations of armed
conflict, humanitarian emergencies
and the occurrence of natural
disasters, and will promote the
inclusion of vulnerable persons,
including persons with disabilities,
to address their diverse needs
throughout the disaster
management cycle.

Policy Leave No One Behind 123028

4A Reinforce, do not replace, national and local systems

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Recognising the potentially
transformative power of
humanitarian cash transfers, Austria
commits to ensuring that cash is
equally considered alongside other
response modalities throughout a
humanitarian response and that,
where feasible, cash is used as the
preferred and default modality.

Operational Change People's Lives: From
Delivering Aid to Ending Need

123010

Austria commits to strengthen the
capacity of front line responders,
including local civil society
organizations.

Capacity Change People's Lives: From
Delivering Aid to Ending Need
Invest in Humanity

123023

4B Anticipate, do not wait, for crises

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID



Austria pledges to continue to
develop user-driven early warning
systems for National Weather
Services in countries in Eastern and
South Eastern Europe, Asia and
Central Africa to enable the
services to better calculate and
prepare for the risk of extreme
events and hazards; special
attention will be given to reach
vulnerable groups, like elderly,
children and people with special
needs, by carefully studying and
designing their communication
needs and potential reaction
patterns.

Operational Change People's Lives: From
Delivering Aid to Ending Need

123004

Austria commits to continue to
support efforts for resilience
building and disaster risk reduction
at the national or international level.

Operational Change People's Lives: From
Delivering Aid to Ending Need

123014

Austria commits to enhance efforts
to better integrate disaster risk
reduction into national planning and
development cooperation.

Policy Change People's Lives: From
Delivering Aid to Ending Need

123017

Austria commits to join the One
Billion Coalition to help achieve the
goal that by 2025 at least one billion
people around the world will have
taken active steps to become safer,
healthier and more prosperous.

Policy Change People's Lives: From
Delivering Aid to Ending Need

123019

5A Invest in local capacities

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria commits to strengthen the
capacity of front line responders,
including local civil society
organizations.

Capacity Change People's Lives: From
Delivering Aid to Ending Need
Invest in Humanity

123023

5D Finance outcomes, not fragmentation: shift from funding to financing

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID



Austria commits to increase its
long-term funding for humanitarian
assistance and will continue to
provide support to recognized and
experienced humanitarian
organizations working on the
ground to ensure populations in
need receive timely and adequate
support.

Financial Invest in Humanity 123018

5E Diversify the resource base and increase cost-efficiency

Individual Commitments

Commitment Description Commitment Type Core Responsibility Commitment ID

Austria will advocate within the
Boards of the International Financial
Institutions, and particularly the
World Bank, to ensure that the
forthcoming Multilateral
Development Bank replenishments
deliver a relevant, coherent and
cost effective set of instruments to
respond to the challenge of
disasters and crises, especially to
support hosts in coping with large
refugee caseloads, including in
Middle Income Countries. Austria
also will provide, subject to
parliamentary approval, additional
voluntary contributions of EUR 160
million to IDA 17 in order to support
financing investments that address
the causes of displacement and
alleviate the impact of displacement
on countries of origin, transit, and
destination.

Financial
Contribution ()

Leave No One Behind Invest in
Humanity

123003



Core Commitments

Uphold the Norms that Safeguard Humanity

UPHOLD THE NORMS THAT SAFEGUARD HUMANITY

Commit to promote and enhance respect for international humanitarian law, international human rights law,
and refugee law, where applicable.

Commit to promote and enhance the protection of civilians and civilian objects, especially in the conduct of
hostilities, for instance by working to prevent civilian harm resulting from the use of wide-area explosive
weapons in populated areas, and by sparing civilian infrastructure from military use in the conduct of military
operations.

Commit to ensure all populations in need receive rapid and unimpeded humanitarian assistance.

Commit to promote and enhance efforts to respect and protect medical personnel, transports and facilities,
as well as humanitarian relief personnel and assets against attacks, threats or other violent acts.

Commit to speak out and systematically condemn serious violations of international humanitarian law and
serious violations and abuses of international human rights law and to take concrete steps to ensure
accountability of perpetrators when these acts amount to crimes under international law.

WOMEN AND GIRLS: CATALYZING ACTION TO ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY

Implement a coordinated global approach to prevent and respond to gender-based violence in crisis
contexts, including through the Call to Action on Protection from Gender-based Violence in Emergencies.

Fully comply with humanitarian policies, frameworks and legally binding documents related to gender
equality, women's empowerment, and women's rights.

Leave No One Behind

WOMEN AND GIRLS: CATALYZING ACTION TO ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY

Empower Women and Girls as change agents and leaders, including by increasing support for local women's
groups to participate meaningfully in humanitarian action.

Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as agreed in accordance
with the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and the
Beijing Platform for Action and the Outcome documents of their review conferences for all women and
adolescent girls in crisis settings.

Ensure that humanitarian programming is gender responsive.

Change People's Lives: From Delivering Aid to Ending Need

NATURAL DISASTERS AND CLIMATE CHANGE: MANAGING RISKS & CRISES DIFFERENTLY

Commit to improve the understanding, anticipation and preparedness for disaster and climate-related risks
by investing in data, analysis and early warning, and developing evidence-based decision-making processes
that result in early action.

Commit to increase investment in building community resilience as a critical first line of response, with the
full and effective participation of women.

HUMANITARIAN FINANCING - INVESTING IN HUMANITY



Commit to increase substantially and diversify global support and share of resources for humanitarian
assistance aimed to address the differentiated needs of populations affected by humanitarian crises in fragile
situations and complex emergencies, including increasing cash-based programming in situations where
relevant.

Commit to empower national and local humanitarian action by increasing the share of financing accessible to
local and national humanitarian actors and supporting the enhancement of their national delivery systems,
capacities and preparedness planning.
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